
What is a public right-of-way?

- Usually the first ten feet in from the 
street—this may include: 

Ex. 1 The area between the street 
and sidewalk. 

Ex. 2 The area just beyond the 
sidewalk.

Ex. 3 The area nearest the street 
(if no sidewalks are present).

Does that mean it goes into my 
yard?

- Potentially yes, the public 
right-of-way is any land within ten 
feet of the road, including private 
yards. 

If there are sidewalks present the 
public right-of-way would be the 
sidewalk and the land around it, 
either a median or a yard, up to 
ten feet from the edge of the 
road. See examples 1 and 2.

- If there are no sidewalks present 
the public right of way would be 

the first ten feet into your yard 
from the street. See example 3.

What if I have a fence?

- If a fence blocks access to the public 
right-of-way we will not plant there. 

Who can I ask if I want more 
information?

- Reach out to KIB for questions 
about trees:
  Email: engage@kibi.org
 Phone: 317.264.7555. 

- Contact the Indianapolis 
Department of Business and 
Neighborhood Services for 
questions about the right-of-way:

 Phone: 317.327.8700.

@kibiorgkibi.org
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PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY
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EXAMPLE 1 EXAMPLE 2 EXAMPLE 3

RIGHT-OF-WAY W/ 
SIDEWALK & MEDIAN

RIGHT-OF-WAY W/ 
SIDEWALK & NO MEDIAN




